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August, 2005

Poetry

Corner

Who is sitting next to you..

| know whe you are. You are X" who attends the ABC
Meeting at the XYZ Club where NAs meel in Arywhere,
USA,

| saw you thare the other night at the aight o'clock
mesling. | don't know how long you've been lean, but |
know you've been coming arcund for a while because you
spoke 10 a lot of people who knew you. | wasn't one of
them. You don't know whao | am. | wandered inlo your
meeling place alone the other night, a stranger in a strange
town. | got a cup of coffee, and sat down by mysell. You
didn't spesk 1o me.

The topic was grafitude. You and your friends spoke about
how much NA means to you. You Only as talked about the
camaraderia i your meeting place. You said how much the
pecpla thena had helped you when you first came through
tha door how they exiended the hand of friendship to make
you feel welcome, and asked you to come back. And |
wonderad whera they had gone, those nica people who
made your anfrance so walcoming and so coméoriable

‘fou talked about haw the newcomer is the life

blood of MA | agree, but | didn't say so. In fact, | didn't
share in your meating. | signed my name in

the book that was passed around, but the

chairperson didn't refer 1o it. He only callad on those peopls
in the room whom he knew, So who am 17 You don't

know, because you didn't bather 1o find out. Althcugh yours
was a closed mesting, you didn't even ask if | belonged
there,

1t right hivve been my first meeting, | could have been full
of feear and distrust, knowing NA wouldr} werk any beter
than anything else I'd tred, ind | wouk! have left comvinced
that | was right. | might tave been suicidal, grasping al one
last straw, hoping someane would reach oul and pull me
frarm the: pit of loathing and self-pity from which, by mysel, |

Or | could have been sent by the courts, wanting

1o know more, but afraid to ask. 0 happens that

1w jus an crdinary addict with # few years of cean living
in N whe was Triveling and wis in need of a meebing

My enly protlern that night was that I'd been akene with my
cwn mind toe long. | just needed to touch base with my NA
farmily. | know from past experience that | could have
walked into your meeting- place smiling, stuck cut my hang
o the firet persan | saw and said, “Hi. My name is - . I'm an
addict from - "If I'd fell like doing thal, | probably would
have been warmly welcomed, You would have asked me il
| knew Old So-and-so from vy state, of you might have
shared a pan of your drug-a-log that occurred in my part of
the country. Wiy didmt I7 | was hungry, lonely, and tired.
The anly thing missing was angry, but three eut of four isn'l
‘@ good place for me to be.

So | sat silently through your meeting, and when it was ove
| watched enviously &s all of you gathered in small groups,
talking to one anather the same way we do in my home-
town.

You and some of your frends were planning a meating
aftar the meeting at a nearty coffee shop. By this time | ha
bean silent too long to reach out 1o you. | stopped by the
bulliatin board o read the notices thera, kind of hanging
around without being too obvious, hoping you might ask if |
wanlad to join you, but you didn.

As | walked slowly across the parking lot io my car with the
out-of-state licansa plates you loaked my way again. Our
eyes met bricfly and | mustered a smile. Again, you looked
away. | buckled my seat belt, starled the car, and drove to
the motel where | was stayng

As | lay in my bid wailing for sheeg (o come, |
made a gratitude lis!, You were on i, along with your
frints at the mesting pace. | knew Bat you

wre there for me, and that | needed you far mare than you
needed me. | knew that if | had needed help, and had
asked for i, you would have gladly given it.

But | wondered . . . what if | hadn't been able to ssk?
1 ko swho you ane. Do vou remensber me?

(Authos unknown, March 1991}

Who

sittung

next tfo

..you

Author unknown,
1991 March
UNCOAST

could find no escape.
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| might hane been a student with a tape recorder n my
pocket, assigned 1o write a paper on how N_A, works -
samaane who shouldn't have Bean permitied to sit there at
all but could have been drected to an open meeting to
leam what | needed 1o know,
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